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General Overview

The 60th Anniversary Projects Executive Committee

Takehisa Matsuo, Committee Chairman

As part of 60th anniversary celebrations of Shinshu University, the whole
project that was planned by The Academic Alpine Club has been completed.
It’s with the greatest satisfaction for us, participants that we successfully
achieved the original goals and I think that 65 members have deep feelings

about it in their own mind.

I here indicate the main activities, Shinshu Univ. Academic Alpine Club
has achieved satisfactory results which were starting with reaching the
summit of Peak Annapurna II as the 20th anniversary of Shinshu University,
and we organized parties for reaching the summit peaks of the Himalayas on
several occasions. Meanwhile, since 2005, we got the idea to organize parties
to attempt to scale Himalayas as 60th anniversary. However, just when we
draw up the concrete plans in January, 2007, Mr. Masaru Ogawa who had
been involved with the project died. Because of his sudden death, the project
was faced with a difficulty for a period of time. Meanwhile we decided on
second thought to carry on the project with experienced members to realize
a long-cherished desire of Mr. Masaru Ogawa.

At the general meeting in November, 2007, an outline for the
implementation plan and executive committee were formed. Then in
February, 2008, the plan was adopted as the 60th anniversary celebrations of
Shinshu University. It was the opportunity to strengthen relationship with

the university.

The year of 60th anniversary of the foundation, which is ‘Kanreki’ years
(60 years old) in human years. So, as the master plan, firstly to draw up
various activities available to many people with memories of their younger

days and at the level appropriate for their age and climbing ability. Secondly
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we picked out as the main area of activity, Peak Gyajikang (7,038m) and Peak
Ratnachuli (7,035m) belong to Peri Himal area where we climbed successfully
for the first time and also pick out Annapurna area, includes Peak Annapurna

I where we had first tried to reach the summit in 1971.

Thus, we organized five(d) units and started activities with rekindling the

passion of our youth for the climbing mountains.

The First Unit

1. The first climbing to the west face of Peak Nemjung Himal (7,139m) by
alpine style

2. The climbing to Peak Himlung Himal (7,126m) by new route

3. The first traversal from Peak Himjung Himal (7,092m) to Hlmlung

Himal

The Second Unit

1. The climbing to Pisang Peak (6,091m)

2. The climbing to Chulu Far East (6,038m) and Chulu East (6,429m)

3. Supportive trekking, Running Naru Khola for Himlun BC at the back of

Pugaon

The Third Unit:  The trekking around the Annapurna
The Fourth Unit: The memorial trekking for Mr. Masaru Ogawa
The Fifth Unit; The first climbing to the direct line of Peak Kantega

north face

The First Unit abandoned traversing from Peak Himjung Himal to
HImlung Himal by bad weaher, However, the success of climbing to the west
face of Peak Nemjung Himal was highlight of this project.

We are proud of their excellent skill mentally and physically under
adverse conditions.

And also I pay tribute to all members who supported them at BC over a

prolonged period.
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At the same time, 7 members includes one student stood on top of the
Peak Himlong Himal. It was like taking over torches from one generation to

the next.

The Second Unit, includes 4 members who are over 60 years out of 5
people could stand on top of the Pisang Peak successfully with a desire to
achieve. Another challenge of them, the climbing to Chulu Far East, they
were unfortunately forced to give up due to the inclement weather in spite
of fact that they decided to go Chulu Far East by whole members for the
people who could not go climbing to Pisang Peak.

This is unfortunate, but many of the members gave applause to their
tough decision as “This is the valuable spirit that has been developed over
the years by Shinshu Univ. Academic Alpine Club!”

In addition, Supportive trekking to Himlun BC was carried out and

succeed.

The Third Unit whose average age was 654 years and this is quite aged
group. Though they trekked the whole distance nearly 200 kilometers
around the Annapurna and they climbed over Thorung-pass, the highest
point of 5416m by everyone. The party stopped over Salathang Khola in
Pisang Village on the way and consoled the soul of Mr. Masatoshi Sato who
had died on the ridge line of Peak Annapurna II for the first time in 38 years.
At Pisang BC, they were reunited with The Second Unit members who had
descend from Pisang Peak. However, the only sorrow is the fact that Mr.
Masaharu Terada has unexpectedly died in the JR train from Kansai Int’l
Airport on his way back home. I herewith express my heartfelt sorrow over

him.

The Fourth Unit, they were organized to pay tribute to Mr. Masaru
Ogawa who had been involved with all our projects of overseas mountain
climbing. The people who were associated with Mr. Ogawa scattered his
ashes into River Narayani flows into Ganges.

I hope this was recompense for Mr. Ogawa who truly loved our alpine
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club.

The Fifth Unit attempted to the direct line of Peak Kantega north face
in Autumn 2008 on different time from ‘the 60th anniversary’ project.
Unfortunately they were forced to stop climbing at the last moment due to

an accident. I would like to applaud their bold challenge.

With regards to domestic programs, we organized many activities like
‘Summer tent in Kamikochi’, ‘Trip to flower mountains & alpine plant
observation’, ‘Photo exhibition & Lecture of Lhotse North Face’ and ‘To
enrich websites of Shinshu University Alpine Club & Academic Alpine Club’.

We are glad to say that there were so many participants in those

activities.

I have to say that we could achieve great results on our projects because
of the parties concerned and applying ‘Shinshu University Academic Alpine
Club Mr. Masaru Ogawa Mountain Foundation’.

Special thanks to their encouragement and cooperation with us.

On a final note, all our club member who involved this project have to
take over these great experiences to younger generation and I hope them to
built up the energy for 70th anniversary.

I believe it will lead to membership growth and make to be a true leader

with the scale and ability in University Alpine Clubs in Japan.
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