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Masaharu Terada means so much to me and all of his family in America. He
is Oto-san, Oji-chan, Dad, Grandpapa. I hear his voice, John-san he would say, or
my wife, Keiko, or my son Takeshi, daughter Yuko and Shoko and of course his
grandchildren he loves so much. Conversation about family or friend could be
short or sometimes go on until well into the night. That is here I truly learned
to enjoy the taste of a simple glass of wine. He cared about others more than
himself and that family and friends were doing good, he wanted us to enjoy life
and live to the fullest, and in return that was his enjoyment. His trips to America,
and my trips to Japan are all locked in my heart and spirit forever. I never
felt like a Gaijin around Oto-san or his family. I truly felt like a son or brother
and I am proud to say this. If anything perhaps at times I made him feel like a
Gaijin but he never cared. He was patient with me and so I learned patience in
watching him. One shy moment was when he taught me the right way to take
a public Onsen, yes a bit embarrassing for this fella from Boston that had never
been in a public bath with even my very own father butt naked. Oto-san lead
the way, I just followed. It felt like a lion with a cub and I wouldn't change a
thing. I just wish I could have ome more Onsen with you Oto-san. We struggled
at times we managed to understand each other. Fanny, it was always easier to
understand him when he would talk about two subjects in particular, nature or
his family and friends. Nature and his family I truly believe he loved more than
life itself. He and his family taught me and my wife continues to teach me this
nature thing and my little 6 years old Maya, she too learned this from her Oji-
chan,

I am so happy that he went out of his way to be a part of my family in Boston.
He met every family member of the Salvittis including of course my mother and
father and although I know this wasn't easy because of language differences.
He tried to understand who everyone was and really enjoyed getting to know

everyone. He loved my mom's Italian eggplant parmegiana. I hear it all the
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time from my family members at different conversations but they all know this
was one heck of a good may. In fact of course they say the same of all Teradas.
They are so happy to have met Oto-san’'s family. I myself am waiting patiently
to see Shoko's family again soon and I can't wait to hug my Mom in Japan Keiko.
Thank you Oto-san for being my father in Japan. I know you're still teaching
me things from Heaven and looking out for us all as you climb the mountains and
explore the nature of the universe. I can see you smiling and hear you singing
falk songs with the angels. Ilove you. We love you. God bless you Oto-san.
P. S. Thanks for accepting me as your daughter's husband. You are forever my
father in Japan.
John Salvitti
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